 
                       Project: Module Title – An Ethical Dilemma? 

	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key questions and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Participating actively in different kinds of decision-making and voting in order to influence public life.

Exploring different kinds of rights and obligations and how these affect both individuals and communities.

Understanding that individuals, organisations and governments have responsibilities to ensure that rights are balanced, supported and protected
	political, legal and human rights, and responsibilities of citizens


	What is a ‘right’?
How do rights matter to individuals and to others?
What can affect rights?

What does being a citizen mean?

	STARTER: 

Ask pupils to name things that they think are rights? – list them on a board.

Discuss whether some of these are really rights or are they just good ideas.
Then ask them what they think a ‘right’ is?

In small groups ask the pupils to discuss and write down 3 things that they think a right is and why it is important to them and to others.
MAIN ACTIVITY: 

Still in the small groups: 
Give pupils either a copy of the unicef rights of the child, either one section per group or each group can have the simplified version – ask the pupils to write a description of which each of the rights might mean in practice. Ask them to discuss what situations or events might stop these rights from happening? E.g. moving to a different country, wars, being rich or poor, being part of a large or small family
Ask them to discuss and write down ways that those rights could be protected. Do they think that some of the rights are more important than others – why? Ask them to prioritise the rights and provide reasons.

PLENARY:
As a class present their findings from their activities.
Raise the idea that not all people have the same rights all of the time, go over the things that can affect those rights. 
Raise the idea that in the UK being a citizen is one of the things that guards their rights – what does being a citizen mean? Ask them to consider what it might be like to not have rights protected and what it might mean if you are not a citizen. Ask them to consider what it might be like to not have rights, especially in countries where other people do – for instance if you travel to a country and do not have permission to live there. Introduce the characters of Julio and Bobby as examples of people who do not have the rights of other people around them – consider how that would make them feel. 


	Interactive: 
Downloads:  http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
http://www.unicef.org.uk/tz/rights/convention.asp
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/eventsandtraining
http://www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/main/resource.php?s45
http://www.unicef.org.uk/tz/resources/resource_item.asp?id=32
www.theodoreboone.co.uk
Printed resources: Theodore Boone by John Grisham published by Hodder and Stoughton


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Key processes and/or themes/issues
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	

	Critical thinking and enquiry 

	debate, in groups and whole-class discussions, topical and controversial issues, including those of concern to young people
develop citizenship knowledge and understanding while using and applying citizenship skills
	
	
	Additional notes for teachers

	
	
	
	
	Advanced pupils may want to look at more detailed copies of children’s rights legislation and similar sections on the UN convention on Human rights.
If the class contains pupil that do not have UK citizenship or European citizenship ensure that those pupils are not isolated and instead discuss ways that rights on immigration affect children


Lesson 1 (Title): Rights – what are they?______________________________________ Key Stage: __3_______

Web links: http://www.unicef.org.uk/tz/rights/convention.asp
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/governmentcitizensandrights/index.htm
www.theodoreboone.co.uk
	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key question and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Participating actively in different kinds of decision-making and voting in order to influence public life.

Weighing up what is fair and unfair in different situations, understanding that justice is fundamental to a democratic society and exploring the role of law in maintaining order and resolving conflict.
Exploring different kinds of rights and obligations and how these affect both individuals and communities.

Understanding that individuals, organisations and governments have responsibilities to ensure that rights are balanced, supported and protected.


	political, legal and human rights, and responsibilities of citizens
the roles of the law and the justice system and how they relate to young people


	What is the law

Being a citizen
What are responsibilities?


	STARTER: 

Ask pupils to remember the last lesson on Rights. 
One of the things discussed was how rights are protected. Introduce the concept of a law

What is a law? Show pictures of police, judges, court rooms. 

In pairs ask pupils to write a list of things that they think are laws and things that they think are crimes.

MAIN ACTIVITY: 

Choose an issue: 
such as keeping dogs on a lead,
truanting, getting into a fight and ask pupils to find out what the law says about these issues using the internet. Or ask them in groups to right down what they think the law is on these issues – then compare that with your own research.

Put the pupils into three groups, one group is going to argue for one of the issues, one group against and one group is going to decide which side presented the better arguments.

PLENARY:
Explain to the groups how they all represented a different part of the law in the previous exercise – prosecution, defence and jury. Now ask them to consider if being able to discuss ideas are important and how rights are discussed and often defended in this way. 
Ask pupils to reflect on what they have learnt and discuss what their responsibilities towards laws and rights are? Either creates a visual example or list of statements from the pupils that explain how rights, responsibilities and the law are connected. 
	Interactive: 
Downloads: 

http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/home.law

http://www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/main/resource.php?s100
www.theodoreboone.co.uk
Printed resources: Theodore Boone by John Grisham published by Hodder and Stoughton


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Key  processes and/or themes/issues
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	

	engage with and reflect on different ideas, opinions, beliefs and values when exploring topical and controversial issues and problems
Advocacy and representation


	Use of ICT
	
	
	Additional notes for teachers

	
	
	
	
	Advanced pupils can carry out research into more controversial issues
To use the Theodore Boone book in this lesson draw on story of Hallie and Rocky, or April and her experience of deciding between her parents 



Lesson 2 (Title): Responsibilities _________________________________
Web links: http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/home.law
http://www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/main/resource.php?s100
www.theodoreboone.co.uk
	Key concepts
	Range and content
	Key question and ideas
	Teaching and learning activities
	Resources

	Weighing up what is fair and unfair in different situations, understanding that justice is fundamental to a democratic society and exploring the role of law in maintaining order and resolving conflict.

Investigating ways in which rights can compete and conflict, and understanding that hard decisions have to be made to try to balance these.


	political, legal and human rights, and responsibilities of citizens

the roles of the law and the justice system and how they relate to young people


	Can responsibilities conflict?

	STARTER: 

Ask pupils if they think the experiences of other people even fictional ones can help us make decisions?
Introduce the character or Theodore Boone e.g. aged 13, the son of lawyers (use the previous lesson to explain what a lawyer is). Explain that in his town a big murder trial is taking place and that Theo has been told an important piece of information that might affect the decisions made at the trial.
However, Theo has been told the information by a friend of his family and by the eyewitness who is an illegal immigrant.
MAIN ACTIVITY: 

Divide the class into 3 groups to consider the rights and responsibilities of the following three characters and how their actions or inactions can affect the trial:
For each person create a fact file e.g. family information issues affected behaviour, 

Theo  - has a loving family and a good understanding of the law and what he should do legally however, he has made a promise to someone who he knows would be in a lot of trouble if his situation was known.

Julio – has a supportive family but lives in a difficult situation. He is very loyal to his family. They are very poor and are in the US from El Salvador, his mother works but they re reliant on the authorities and for support.

Bobby is also from el Salvador but he is an illegal immigrant, he saw something that could affect the crime but is afraid that if he tells anyone he will be deported. The money he earns supports his very poor family in El Salvador as well as himself.
Create a visual map of the choices and decision that face the three characters.
PLENARY:

In discussion ask the groups to report back on what conclusions they have made – what should the characters do?
Ask the pupils to decide what is most the most important issue – the law, making or breaking a promise, being able to discuss the problem.

Finish by asking pupils to reflect on whether rights and responsibilities are equal. Do they think that Theo and his friend’s situation have made them think about how rights and responsibilities affect daily lives?

	Downloads: www.theodoreboone.co.uk
Printed resources:  Printed resources: Theodore Boone by John Grisham published by Hodder and Stoughton


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Key  processes and/or themes/issues
	Curriculum opportunities
	
	
	

	analyse and evaluate sources used, questioning different values, ideas and viewpoints and recognising bias
Advocacy and representation


	debate, in groups and whole-class discussions, topical and controversial issues, including those of concern to young people
take into account legal, moral, economic, environmental, historical and social dimensions of different political problems and issues


	
	
	Additional notes for teachers

	
	
	
	
	This lesson can be made more difficult by introducing more legal aspects of the books to explore the dilemma in detail.



Web links: www.theodoreboone.co.uk





















